SoMM Alumni Academy Minutes
Friday, October 19, 2007, 9:00 a.m.,

Havener Center, Missouri/St. Pats Ballroom A
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Dianna Tickner opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the meeting.

Those attending were:

John Bartel

Jerry Bersett

Del Day

Ed Goetemann

David Grimm

Bud Hacker

Wayne Huebner

Orville Hunter
Byron Keil

Vernon McGhee

Bill Mount
Mike Party

Chris Ramsay

Perrin Roller

Ted Ruppert

Greg Skannal

George Stegemeier

Bruce Tarantola

George Taylor

Dianna Tickner

Keith Wedge

Kent Weisenstein

Marvin Zeid

Representatives of UMR:

Trudy Pischer, Development Officer

Robert Schwartz, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs

Sharon Matson, Administrative Associate, Office of Academic Services
Robert Laudon, Chairman, Geological Sciences & Engineering

Samuel Frimpong, Chairman, Mining and Nuclear

Wayne Huebner, Chairman, Materials Science & Engineering

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PAST MINUTES
A motion was made by Ted Ruppert to accept the past minutes of the April 19, 2007 meeting as submitted; it was seconded by John Bartel and passed unanimously.

CHAIR’S REPORTS
The chairs of the three departments, Wayne Huebner, Samuel Frimpong, and Bob Laudon, each gave a presentation regarding the status of their departments and needs.  Their presentations are attached.  The members that attended the meeting received a handout of The Mining Engineer, October, 2006 and a copy of the Mining and Nuclear Engineering Strategic Plans.  Those are available from Sharon upon request.
UPDATE ON MCNUTT COMMONS FURNITURE
Dianna thanked everyone who gave a contribution(s) to the McNutt Commons Furniture account and reported that the furniture account is now paid off.

PROPOSAL OF LEGACY COMMITTEE
The chairs of the three academic departments in the former school have proposed the formation of a Legacy Committee.  Each chair will oversee the activities of the academy for a two year term.  Samuel Frimpong will be the liaison for the first two years.  Dr. Schwartz agreed that the Legacy Committee would be good for the relationship between the departments and the academy.  Sharon will assist with the management of the accounts.  This structure will require changes in the by-laws.  The Executive Committee will work on those and have them ready by the next meeting.  A copy of the Legacy Committee proposal is attached.
ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR

There was discussion on how to increase attendance at the meetings.  It was suggested that personal contact should be done instead of simply forwarding a letter.  The list of members and phone numbers needs to be updated by Development.  Greg Skannal proposed that students be used to invite Alumni to the meetings.
Another topic of discussion was the need for more contact with companies to help raise funds required.  Improvements in undergraduate laboratories are required in many academic departments across the UMR campus.  Contact with state congressmen and legislature should be pursued.
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
Ted Ruppert reported that there is a little over $80,000 in the scholarship account.  Currently, there are two recipients each year who receive the watch and scholarship and Ted would like to increase this number.  For the next year, he will personally sponsor the difference in order to add two more recipients.
DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Trudy Pischer gave an update on the capital campaign.  Her presentation is attached.
UPDATE OF UMR
Bob Schwartz gave an update on things that are happening at UMR.  A copy of his presentation is attached.

END DISCUSSION
Everyone needs to start thinking about nominees.  Please provide your names of nominees to either Greg Skannal or Sharon.

Trudy suggested that there be a survey sent out as to why members don’t attend the meetings.

Dianne gave a reminder to everyone to contribute their voluntary dues.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 12:18 p.m.
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